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HELLO and welcome …
The Welland Valley Art Society has a long
and proud history. Today we’d like to share
a little of the story with you, as we celebrate
our 80th Anniversary Spring Show.

It was exactly 80 years ago yesterday, on
March 30  1946, that we held our very first
exhibition at Uppingham School with a
handful of artists. Here is the story… 

th

On a cold November day in 1945, as Britain
emerged from the long shadow of war, a
small group gathered at Uppingham
School with a shared belief: art mattered,
and it was time to begin again. 

The spark had been a simple letter in the
Stamford Mercury, inviting anyone with an
interest in art to write to the Reverend L.
van Vestraut of Lyndon Rectory. 
Among those who answered were E. A.
Hodgkinson and his daughters, Mary and
Joan, and it was Ernest Hodgkinson who
proposed a name that would embrace both
Stamford and Uppingham: The Welland
Valley Art Society.

From that first meeting on November 6th,
the society took shape quickly. The
Reverend L. van Vestraut was elected
president, secretary, and treasurer, and an
annual subscription of five shillings sealed
the group’s commitment. 

By the spring of 1946, just months after its
founding, the society staged its first
exhibition at Uppingham School, where 16
artists showed 86 works. 
Opposite are 2 paintings from that show by
Stewart Rodgers, founder member (who
was more well known for running the
jewellery store on Stamford High Street).

Momentum grew fast. By 1947,
membership had risen to 20, with two
annual exhibitions held at Stamford 

Public Library, and by 1949 a full
committee was in place. 
Today, the Welland Valley Society
boasts almost 200 members, and with
a proud history rooted in post-war
optimism, the society continues to
look forward, towards a creative future.

Self Portrait, by Stewart Rodgers
(kind permission of Jane Craig Tyler)

Still Life, by Stewart Rodgers
(kind permission of Jane Craig Tyler)


